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STATEMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTHA COAKLEY 
REGARDING JESSICA’S LAW
"Having spent a long career investigating and prosecuting child abuse cases, I know that sexual predators are dangerous and should be investigated, prosecuted and jailed when found guilty of a sex crime.  However, having worked on hundreds of sexual abuse cases, many involving young children, I know that many of these young children cannot testify, are unable to testify, or may not do well before a jury; often there is little or no corroborating physical evidence in an era when every jury expects DNA.  I know that a trial may be difficult or devastating to a young victim.  My concern with regard to Jessica’s Law is that any defendant facing twenty-five years in jail will opt to go to trial knowing full well that if the victim cannot testify, or does not convince beyond a reasonable doubt, he will go free.  If Jessica’s Law is enacted in Massachusetts, the practical effect of such a law will be that more pedophiles will escape conviction.  Although Representative Polito’s intent in public safety is commendable, in my view, this particular statute does not accomplish that goal and will in many instances be counterproductive.”
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